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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 


Circular  to  Inspectors  and  Teachers 

Re  Courses  of  Study  for  Form  V  and  Requirements  for  Public 
School  Graduation  Diplomas  and  for  Admission 
to  a  Model  School. 


I.  The  Minister  has  decided  that  candidates  for  Public  School 
Graduation  Diplomas  or  for  admission  to  a  Model  School  shall  successfully 
complete  the  prescribed  courses  of  the  Fifth  Form  of  a  Public  or  Separate 
School,  or  of  the  Lower  School  of  a  High  School,  in  the  following  subjects: — 


Group  I :  English  Literature  (see  Circular  58),  English  Composition, 
Reading,  Writing,  Spelling,  Algebra,  and  Geometry. 

Group  II :  Canadian  History  and  Civics,  Arithmetic,  English 
Grammar,  Geography,  Art,  Physiography,  and  any 
two  of  the  following:  Botany,  Zoology,  Agriculture 
(First  Year),  Agriculture  (Second  Year). 


Note:  (1)  (a)  In  the  cases  of  Canadian  History  and  Geography  the  courses  are  those 
outlined  for  the  Junior  Grade  of  Form  V;  in  the  cases  of  Arithmetic 
and  Grammar  the  courses  are  those  outlined  for  the  Junior  and  Senior 
Grades  of  Form  V. 

(b)  In  the  cases  of  Art,  Physiography,  Botany,  Zoology  and  Agriculture,  the 
courses  are  those  prescribed  for  the  Lower  School  of  the  High  School. 


(2)  (a)  Each  of  the  following  subjects  of  Group  I  is  a  two  years’  course,  viz.: 

English  Literature,  English  Composition,  Reading,  Writing,  Spelling; 
in  the  case  of  Algebra  and  Geometry,  each  shall  be  taken  for  one  year 
but  not  concurrently. 

(b)  Each  of  the  following  subjects  in  Group  II  is  a  one  year’s  course,  viz.: 
Canadian  History  and  Civics,  Physiography,  Arithmetic,  English 
Grammar,  Art,  Geography,  Botany,  Zoology. 

(3)  Pupils  who  have  passed  the  Junior  Public  School  Graduation  examin¬ 

ation  in  Canadian  History  and  Geography  will  be  exempt  from  further 
examinations  in  those  subjects. 


II.  Question  papers  will  not  be  set  in  any  of  the  subjects  of 
Group  I.  To  be  granted  credit  for  any  of  these  subjects,  a  pupil  shall 
have  completed  the  prescribed  course  of  study  therein  and  shall  have 
passed  comprehensive  tests  conducted  by  the  teacher  of  the  subject  or 
subjects  with  a  average  of  at  least  50  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate  marks 
assigned  to  each  subject  in  all  the  tests  of  the  school  year.  One  of  these 
tests  shall  be  held  towards  the  close  of  the  school  year  and  shall  cover 
the  prescribed  course  of  study.  The  Principal  of  the  school  shall  certify 
that  the  foregoing  conditions  have  been  fulfilled.  In  the  subjects  of  Group 


II,  examination  papers  will  be  the  same  as  those  for  the  Lower  School. 
Candidates  will  be  granted  credit  for  any  subject  on  which  they  obtain 
at  least  50  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate  marks  assigned  to  the  subject. 

III.  In  order  to  reduce  the  pressure  of  examinations,  the  Minister  has 
decided  that  pupils  in  Public  or  Separate  School  Fifth  Classes  shall  be  granted 
credit  for  any  of  the  subjects  of  Group  II  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  outlined 
in  Section  II  above  for  the  subjects  of  Group  I,  provided  (a)  that  the  school 
has  at  least  two  teachers;  (b)  that  the  teacher  or  teachers  of  the  Fifth 
Class  work  are  fully  qualified,  holding  at  least  a  Second  Class  certificate; 
(c)  that' adequate  provision  has  been  made  for  the  proper  teaching  of  the 
subjects  taken  up;  (d)  that  the  Inspector  approves  of  the  report  of  the 
Principal. 

IV.  It  will  require  two  years  for  any  candidate  to  complete  the 
course  as  outlined  above,  but  some  of  the  subjects  should  be  completed 
and  examinations  written  thereon  at  the  end  of  the  first  year.  These 
subjects  might  include  at  least  Canadian  History,  Algebra,  English 
Grammar,  Geography,  and  either  Botany  or  Zoology. 

*> 

V.  The  following  optional  subjects  may  be  taken  only  under  the 

following  conditions: — 

(a)  Latin  may  be  taken  only  in  a  school  where  the  teacher  of  the 

subject  holds  at  least  a  First  or  a  Second  Class  certificate 
and  has  passed,  in  the  language,  the  Middle  or  Upper  School 
Departmental  examination,  or  a  University  examination 
approved  by  the  Minister. 

(b)  French  and  German  may  be  taken  only  in  a  school  where  the 

teacher  of  the  subject  holds,  at  least,  a  First  or  a  Second 
Class  certificate  and  has  passed  a  Departmental  or  a  University 
examination  in  the  language  he  undertakes  to  teach;  or,  in 
lieu  thereof,  a  special  certificate  granted  by  the  Minister 
of  Education  on  submission  of  proof  of  academic  and  pro¬ 
fessional  qualifications  enabling  him  to  teach  the  language 
in  a  Public  or  Separate  School. 

(c)  Manual  Training,  Household  Science,  Business  Practice, 

Stenography 'and  Typewriting  may  be  taken  with  the  consent 
of  the  School  Board  and  the  approval  of  the  Inspector. 

VI.  The  options  selected  shall  be  submitted  in  all  cases  for  the  approval 
of  the  Public  or  Separate  School  Inspector,  as  the  case  may  be. 


